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News from EWA

We are very grateful that have so many new research members!
Please join us in welcoming them into the EWA Network.
You can find below more infomation about our newcomers.
We look forward to the great collaboration!
If you want to learn how to become a member, you can find more
information on our website.

New Research Member

Aarhus University
The Department of Environmental Sciences is a multidisciplinary
department at Aarhus University, with 150 employees, plus students
and guest researchers. Around two-thirds of our funding comes from
the EU, public and private Danish foundations, and private
companies, while the remaining portion is linked to permanent
contracts with the Danish Environment Ministry and the Ministry for
Climate. As such, much of our focus is on research supporting high
quality scientific advice for policy and sustainable development.
Their research in water-related issues includes:
• Environmental chemistry of wastewater treatment plants
• Algal blooms on the Greenlandic Ice shelf
• Non-targeted screening of fresh and groundwater for pesticide residues
• Microbiological cleaning of groundwater
• Socioeconomic analysis of nutrient contamination in the Baltic sea
• Side effects of nitrification inhibitors and manure on freshwater
You can learn more about the Aarhus University on their website.

New Research Member

IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute
IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute is an independent,
non-profit research organisation owned by a foundation established
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by the Swedish government and industry. IVL was established in
1966 and has since then been involved in the development of
solutions to environmental problems at national and international
level.

IVL undertakes research projects and contract assignments in the following areas: Natural resources,
climate and environment, Resource-efficient recycling and consumption, Sustainable production and
environmental technology, Sustainable urban development and transport.
You can read more about the Swedish Environmental Research Institute here.

New Research Member

VIA University College
VIA University College is a publicly recognised and state-financed
higher educational institution regulated by the Danish Ministry of
Higher Education and Science. Public higher educational institutions
in Denmark are regulated by the Act for University Colleges of
Higher Education (Act no. 562 of 6 June 2007 with later
amendments). The act concerns degree structures, teacher
qualifications and examinations. All programmes are accredited by
the Danish Accreditation Council.
VIA is a certified holder of an ERASMUS+ charter. We are a member of the European Association for
Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA) and hold a Qualification Certificate from the People’s
Republic of China. We continuously develop our quality assurance procedures in line with international
standards and practices. The methods we use in surveys and evaluations are widely acknowledged in the
field of social sciences.
In the Research Centre for Built Environment, Energy, Water and Climate we carry out applied research
within sustainable construction, energy, water and intelligent digitalization. We are a proud partner within
the EU research framework and contribute to VIAs obligations as a UNESCO institution for sustainable
development. Our research focuses on developing sustainable solutions to environmental and climate
challenges. We work to ensure that our knowledge is made available to public and private partners as well
as to our students.
Water treatment and distribution - We have a broad expertise within water treatment and distribution. We
develop solutions in cooperation with utilities, authorities, and companies across Denmark and
internationally.
Find out more about the VIA University College on their website.

New Research Member

Centre for Water and Environmental Research (ZWU)
Established in 2003, the ZWU is an interdisciplinary
and transdisciplinary research centre at the
University of Duisburg-Essen (UDE), dedicated to
innovative environmental research focussing
primarily on biodiversity, the urban water cycle and
water quality.
The ZWU coordinates the University´s main research area "water research" by pooling the experience and
resources from scientists and experts in water and environmental research from the UDE, the University
Alliance Ruhr (UAR) and the region to enhance interdisciplinary collaboration. At present the ZWU has a
total of 220 individual members: scientists from 33 departments of the University Duisburg-Essen, the UA
Ruhr universities (Ruhr University Bochum, TU Dortmund), associated institutes, various universities of
applied sciences and research facilities, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) as well as
representatives from regional water boards and the water industry. According to a 2017 structural survey
conducted by the Ministry of Environment, Agriculture, Nature and Consumer Protection (MULNV) of North
Rhine-Westphalia (NRW), the ZMU has become NRW´s largest water research centre.
This inter- and transdisciplinarity has already been in practice in large collaborative projects with expertise
in the fields of aquatic ecology, aquatic ecosystem research, biodiversity, algae research, environmental
toxicology and chemistry, drinking water treatment and distribution, hydrogeology, water and urban water
management, hydrology, hydraulic engineering, water resource management as well as water governance
with expertise on economic, legal and regulatory aspects. It allows both the development of innovative
comprehensive solutions along the value chain as well as a strong interaction of research and application.
In the near future UDE water research will be located in the new FutureWaterCampus research building.
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You can find the ZWU website here to learn more.

EWA in Copenhagen
On September 12th, The European Water
Association has contributed with a Workshop to the
IWA World Water Congress & Exhibition in
Copenhagen.
The workshop was titled “Transforming research
results into innovation uptakes in the water
community in Europe and beyond”.

To achieve the challenging goals of the water sector, our research community is carrying out intensive and
comprehensive R&D. However, our task is not complete until these innovations are implemented in
practice. Notably, the water sector is quite slow on innovation uptakes compared with most other sectors.
The objective of this workshop is to (a) identify the bottlenecks in the innovation uptake process, (b) share
experience on tools, incentives and processes, practices and (c) develop guidelines of good practices
accelerating the innovation uptake. The proposed session will elaborate on the challenges and
opportunities, with convincing examples of success stories, and agree on The Way Forward. We will also
discuss the importance and role of the involvement of national and international associations such as EWA
and IWA for accelerating the innovation uptake.
You can find the full program on our website.

EWA EVENTS
EWA 17th Hybrid Brussels Conference

“Climate change is already affecting Europe in various forms, depending on the region. It can lead to
biodiversity loss, forest fires, decreasing crop yields and higher temperatures. It can also affect people's
health.” [i]
It has been seen in the recent past that floods and droughts are more and more affecting European Union
Members States and impact all citizens and all economic sectors. The 17th EWA Brussels Conference will
focus on the Blue initiative in the Green Deal and highlight the importance of transdisciplinary
cooperation to guarantee a reliable and high qualitative access to water for all across the European Union.
After an introduction on the ongoing and new EU Water Initiatives at the European level by Veronica
Manfredi DG Environment, session 1 on Water and Soil Protection will show which strategy the
European Union has chosen to achieve the objective of the Green Deal, and what is means for the water
sector. It will focus on providing an overview of the current situation and regulation before discussing the
impact of the EU Soil Strategy on water and the use of sewage sludge. During this session, the European
Environment Agency, the European Investment Bank and the DG Environment will present their views on
that topic.
Session 2 on Floods and Droughts in Europe will have a look at the past extreme events in Europe
before discussing the necessary territorial management to improve the water availability. In this session,
Pavel Misiga, DG Research & Innovation at the European Commission will present its view on drought
prevention research as well as researcher from across the EU.
Meet the speakers of the conference below:
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Click on the link below to consult the full program and register!

Thank you to our Gold Sponsors!

The 7th JSWA/EWA/WEF Specialty Joint Conference: ”Resilience of Water
Service"

The Joint Conference will be conducted in Sendai, Japan.
15.11 - 17.11.2022
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The joint JSWA/ EWA/ WEF Conference have
identified four principal topics, which will shed a
light on Resilience in the Water Sector. All the
sessions and individual presentations grouped in
these themes align with the Sustainable
Development Goals SDGs.

The situation of refugee and evacuees in the world, which brings challenges for the water sector will be
discussed at this event as well. The intention of the programme is to share experiences from across the
world covering real life examples of lessons learned from major events, innovative technologies and
practices and technical scientific research, which strengthens resilience of water service.
The conference will be held in person and digitally.
If you wish to join, please send an email with your name, affiliation, phone number, and choice of
participation to sendai-japan-conf.2022@ngsk.or.jp before 14th October 2022.
You can download the flyer with the program here.
You can also visit our website for more information.

5th ASEM Seminar on Urban Water Management

17.11 - 18.11.2022
Online Event
The 5th ASEM Seminar on Urban Water
Management is being organized in order to
implement the United Nations Transforming Our
World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and China’s National Plan on
Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, and to better serve the sustainable
development of water resources among ASEM
member countries by promoting science and
technology innovation exchanges and cooperation
in ecology and environment.

The aim of the Seminar is to establish an international multi-stakeholder forum and network on sustainable
water management from an Asian and European perspective, providing opportunities to discuss the
challenges and best practices, exchange experiences, and seek solutions.
Representing the EWA is past president, Dr. Károly Kovács, President of Hungarian Water Partnership
and Chairman of Hungarian Water Association. He will give insight on "Investment Needs in Water and
Wastewater Infrastructure and Inevitability of Horizontal and Vertical Solidarity in Fulfilling SDG 6—".
Also representing the European Water Association is Management Committee Member : Harsha
Ratnaweera, Professor of Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Norway. His presentation will be focused
on "Digitalisation of the Water Sector: Opportunities and Challenges".
You can read the agenda here and leanr more on our website.

News from Brussels

Topics covered in the News from Brussels
The articles in the News from Brussels section here below cover the following topics:
1. EAWAG research on global mapping of fluorides in groundwaters
2. EU water policy online seminar by EWA - September 2022
3. Court judgment on non-deterioration (Water Framework Directive)
4. Revision of the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive
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5. Court judgment against Google
6. Upholding the law: update on infringement procedures
7. Water reuse: Parliamentary question, and related answer
8. Report on the performance on the water supply and sewerage utilities in Albania during 2021
9. Parliamentary questions August/September 2022 related to water

1. EAWAG research on global mapping of fluorides in groundwaters
EAWAG NEWS: global mapping of groundwater risks
Researchers at Eawag have created a database of 400,000 fluoride measurements in groundwater - the
largest global dataset to date. The result is a map that shows, with a high resolution of 250 metres, where
there is a risk of fluoride limits being exceeded. “We see that the concentrations are likely to be too high in
southern America, Central Asia, China and Mongolia, for example. In countries where groundwater has
hardly been tested so far”, says one of the scientists. The risk is low in Switzerland and Europe.
Read the full article:
➥ EAWAG Groundwater Mapping

2. EU water policy online seminar by EWA - September 2022
27-28 September 2022 saw the second of EWA's 2022 EU water policy online seminar, with 17
participants from Belgium, Germany, Ghana, Ireland, the Netherlands, Portugal and Spain.
The seminar presentations covered:
-the political, institutional and legislative background of EU water policy;
-key elements of the Water Framework Directive and Daughter Directives, Marine Strategy Framework
Directive and Floods Directive; Regulation on Water Reuse; Bathing Water Directive; EU waste water
legislation:(Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive, Industrial Emissions Directive), and the Nitrates
Directive, and their interrelationship and state of play of implementation;
-Guidance on governance, openness and transparency, and access to EU documents.
The next seminar will be announced at the EWA website under "Upcoming events"

3. Court judgment on non-deterioration (Water Framework Directive)
The key provisions of the environmental objective of the Water Framework Directive is the objective of
'good status' linked to a non-deterioration clause (Article 4(1)).
The Court of Justice has in June 2022 delivered a landmark judgment on this crucial issue of good status
plus non-deterioration, upon request for a preliminary judgment by the Conseil d'Etat of the French
Republic. The Court underlined again that this provision of the Directive is an operational and binding
obligation in any permit procedure.
Read the full article:
➥ ECJ judgment non-deterioration

4. Revision of the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive
The revision of the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive, quite delayed, now features on the 26 October
2022 in a Commission meeting within a "Zero pollution package".
Read the full article:
➥ UWWTD Revision

5. Court judgment against Google
In the long-standing dispute within EU competition law between the EU and Google on the alleged abuse
of dominant position, a first Court judgment has been passed on 14.09.2022 by the General Court of the
European Union, largely confirming the Commission 2018 Decision linked to a fine of .
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The Court judgment largely confirmed the 2018 Commission Decision, however reducing the fine from
4.343 billion EUR to 4.125 billion EUR.
Against this judgment, an appeal - limited to points of law only - may be brought before the Court of
Justice, within two months and ten days of notification of the decision.
Read the full article:
➥Google judgment

6. Upholding the law: update on infringement procedures
Past weeks have seen a range of legal enforcement actions by the Commission for non-compliance with
EU water-related legislation, in particular
-Floods Directive
-Environmental Liability Directive
-EU waste legislation (Landfill Directive and Waste Framework Directive))
-EU nature protection legislation
-Industrial Emissions Directive
-Environmental Impact Assessment Directive
(Infringement package of September 2022)
EWA NEWS presents you general information on the legal background (Treaty on European Union, Treaty
on Functioning of the European Union) and the legal procedure, and a range of individual cases, in this
edition concerning the following countries:
Austria Bulgaria Cyprus Estonia Greece Ireland Lithuania Portugal Romania Slovakia
Read the full article:
➥Upholding the law

7. Water reuse: Parliamentary question, and related answer
Parliamentary questions are questions addressed by Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) to
other European Union institutions and bodies. They are a direct form of parliamentary scrutiny of the other
EU institutions.
Parliamentary questions, and the subsequent replies of the other EU institutions, are also a rich source of
information for citizens.
EWA NEWS provides you from time to time examples for such questions and the related answers in full
text. To recall, every edition of EWA NEWS provides you the title of all water-related questions plus links on
how to read the full text of the questions and the answer once supplies.
Read the full article:
➥Water reuse - EP question + answer

8. Report on the performance on the water supply and sewerage
utilities in Albania during 2021
The Performance Report of the water supply and sewerage sector for 2021 aims to inform and give
transparency to public and all stakeholders involved in the water sector.
It provides an overview of the sector compared to previous years (benchmarking) and the trend of the
performance of the water supply and sewerage sector in Albania
Read the full article:
➥Albania water management report

9.Parliamentary questions August/September 2022 related to water
14 water-related questions from Parliamentarians, from pollution in the bay of Gibraltar to nitrate pollution
from agriculture, and from illegal gold mining to promoting seawater desalination technologies.
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EWA News presents you the outline texts of the questions and the coordinates of the MEP who has
submitted them, plus links to the full text and (once available) the answers.
Read the full article:
➥Parliamentary questions

Other Events

Lead Contamination in Drinking Water Webinars
Our coroporate member EPHI is offering Lead Contamination in
Drinking Water Webinars.
In April 2014, an irresponsible source water switch was made in the
City of Flint, Michigan that caused the lead pipes in homes to
corrode and contaminate the drinking water of the nearly 100,000
residents of the city. Failure to conduct scientific corrosion control
studies that would assess how the water source switch would impact
Flint’s lead pipes was a critical factor that led to the crisis. A crisis
that was unfortunate and preventable.
These webinars will provide an in-depth overview of the events that
led up to Flint’s lead in drinking water crisis. A crisis that has had a
profound negative impact on the people of Flint and has also led to
billions of dollars in lawsuits.
The main objective of these webinars is to help you and your team
avoid similar types of preventable public health disasters.
Please note that there are only a limited number of webinar slots
remaining; therefore you are encouraged to book your webinar
today!
You can check our member website to learn more about the
availability and book a slot. Or contact Anthony Ross, director per
email.

Water Days 2022
13 - 14.10.2022
Our National Member the Slovenian Water Pollution Control
Association is organising the Water Days 2022.
2022 Water Days Symposium takes its title from the slogan of this
year’s International Water Day: “Groundwater: making the invisible
visible”.
The Symposium will shed light on the global and local understanding
of water, the true value of water and its importance at the economic,
political and international levels.The sources of hidden contaminants
in wastewater, their impact on water environments and drinking
water, and present effective measures to prevent urban flooding will
be revealed.
The official language of the Sympoisum is Slovene but three of the
presentations will be held in english. Among one of them, our Vice
President, Wendy Francken will present : Testing of private sewer
connections – why and how?
You can find more information and the full program on the website.

10th Balkans Joint Conference and Exhibition
08 - 10.11.2022
After two years of organizing virtual conferences, SHUKALB and SHUKOS are pleased to invite you to join
in person at the 10th Balkans Joint Conference and Exhibition on 8-9-10 November 2022, in Prishtina,
Kosovo.
The Conference Theme, Groundwater – Making the Invisible Visible, is inspired by World Water Day 2022,
and brings attention to the importance of protecting the quality and quantity of our underground resources.
The topic is of particular importance for countries like Western Balkans, which rely heavily on groundwater
for their water supply needs.
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More information here.

IE expo China
15 - 17.11.2022
As Asia's leading environmental show, IE expo China 2022 offers an
effective business and networking platform for Chinese and
international professionals in the environmental sector and is
accompanied by first-class technical-scientific conference program.
It is the ideal platform for professionals in the environmental industry
to develop business, exchange idea and network.
Along with the increased market demand and big support in the
environmental industry from the Chinese government, the business
potential in the environmental industry in China is huge.
Undoubtedly, IE expo China 2022 is a “must” for the environmental
players to exchange ideas and develop their business in Asia.
You can find more information here.

3rd International Conference Strategies toward Green Deal
Implementation Water, Raw Materials & Energy
5 - 7 December 2022
Our research member, the Polish Academy of Sciences is organizing the 3rd International Conference.
The purpose of the International Conference on Strategies toward Green Deal Implementation – Water,
Raw Materials & Energy (ICGreenDeal2022) is to present the issue of climate change and ways to prevent
it eg. innovative solutions (technological, environmental, economic, and social) that can be implemented
under the Green Deal Strategies.
You can find more information on the official website.

Until we meet again ..
The next EWA Newsletter will be sent out in December 2022.
Until then, please visit us at:
★ Facebook (@ewa.online.eu)
★ LinkedIn (European Water Association)
★ Twitter (@water_ewa)
★ Youtube: EWA Online
Any suggestions, comments or content from the members to the
next issue may be send to this email.
Pictures used in courtesy of: Shutterstock - CK Foto; iStock-Petmal
More Information: http://www.ewa-online.eu/
European Water Association (EWA)
Theodor-Heuss-Allee 17, 53773 Hennef
Germany
Tel.: +49 2242 872-189
Fax: +49 2242 872-135
» contact
(c) Copyright EWA, 2022.
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You received this email because you registered your address to our mailing list.
You can unsubscribe from our newsletter at any time. Please click here if you no longer wish to receive our
newsletter: unsubscribe newsletter
Legal Notice
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