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Enjoy the holiday season !

We would like to wish you
a great holiday season and
the best wishes for a
healthy new year!
We hope you enjoy our last
issue for 2021!
See you next year.

News from EWA
Welcome to the Team

Warm welcome to our new Administration Officer !
In November 2021, our new colleague Mrs. Christine Hertwig started
as Administration Officer.
She studied International Business Management in Cologne,
Germany and Cardiff, Wales. She has worked for many years in
Events and International Sales.
She is, among other things, reponsible for the Finances and generel
administration of the EWA Secretariat, will be in contact with our
members and potential new members and will support in Marketing
and event organisation.
She speaks German, English and French.
You can find her contact details on our website.
Please join us in welcoming Christine to the EWA family!

DIGIWATER - Digitalization of Water industry by Innovative Graduate Water

Education
The European Water Association is very happy to be a partner of the
DIGIWATER project.
DIGIWATER brings together six universities, six SMEs and a
European umbrella organisation for water, consolidating the lessons
learned from decades-long experience in the field.
The ambition is to develop innovative and multidisciplinary
approaches to teach and stimulate entrepreneurial skills contributing
to reduce the knowledge gap between professionals in the water
sector and enabling faster uptake of innovations.
Results from extensive stakeholder analysis will form iteratively
improving models for teaching and learning approaches that will also
be shared beyond the project partners.
More information is available on the website.

EWA Events
Introduction course to EU Water Policy and Legislation

You still have time to sign up!
Date: 25 & 26.01.2022 - 15:00 - 17:00 CET
Participants will be made familiar with development and principles of
EU water policy, the decision-taking and implementation/scrutiny
process, governance at EU level (openness, transparency, citizens'
right on access to documents) ; rights of complaint and petition, as
well as the key legislative elements of EU water policy and their
implementation.
The online course will be conducted by Dr. Helmut Blöch, Political Consultant of the EWA and former Head
of the Water Sector at the EU Commission, Brussels, BE.
Make sure you secure a spot as places are limited!

EWA Innovation Webinar: Hygienic and Safe Wastewater Reuse

Join us on March 8th, for our next Innovation Web Seminar on
Hygienic and Safe Wasterwater Reuse
Date: 08.03.2022 - 14:00 - 16:30 CET
Clean water has become one of the main limiting
factors in agricultural food production in Europe.
The use of water disinfection as measure to protect
public health of the treated water is used for
agriculture or tourist purposes.
However, the new regulation on minimum
requirements for water use in agricultural was
entered into force in Europe on 26 June 2020.
The new rules will apply in 2023 and are expected
to stimulate and facilitate water reuse in the EU.
With these new rules on water reuse in force, the EWA event on best practices of water hygiene will show
the expected hygienic, ecological, and operational aspects of disinfection technologies that are applied in
water and wastewater treatment plants.
Implementation of water reuse practices in the food industry presents a great challenge for both water
sectors and public health authorities regarding knowledge, technical expertise, regulatory, technological,
monitoring, verification and ethical aspects associated with safe reuse of water in the food industry are
discussed and some examples of the challenges ahead and possible approaches are given.
This Innovative Web-Seminar will look into the water wastewater hygiene and its applications, where it
makes sense to meet the current legislation.

You can find below our program:
14:10 – 14:30

An Overview of Water
Wastewater Hygiene- Where
Hygiene Application Makes
Sense!

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c Martin Exner
Department of Hygiene and
Public Health of Bonn University
Bonn (DE)

15:05 – 15:20

Application of Disinfection
Methods for Treated
Wastewater and Water Quality
Monitoring

Prof. Jörg Krampe
Institute for Water Quality and
Resource Management, TU
Wien (AT)

15:35– 15:55

Considerations for Water
Professionals During
Infectious Disease Outbreaks

Dr. Anna Mehrotra
Director, National Wastewater
Surveillance System Program,
Water Environment Federation
(US)

16:00 – 16:15

Case Studies of Nature-based
Solutions for Waste Water
Treatment with/without
Disinfection for Effluent
Reuse and/or Environmental
Discharge.

Prof. Alexandros Stefanakis
Treatment Wetlands and
Nature-based solutions, TU
Crete (GR)

The 7th JSWA/EWA/WEF Specialty Joint Conference: ”Resilience of Water
Service"

The Joint Conference will be conducted in Sendai, Japan.
Date: 15.11 - 17.11.2022
This 7th edition of the JSWA/EWA/WEF specialty
conference will explore ways to make water
services more resilient.
JSWA, EWA, and WEF have identified four
principal themes for the conference to cover the
topic of water sector resilience: Resilience in the
round, Resilience of water services for refugees
and evacuees, Smart water strategies to
strengthen resilience and lesson learned from real
life disruptions.
The sessions and individual presentations grouped in these themes will be aligned to the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), as well as highlight water related refugees and evacuees’ issues plus
pandemic responses.
The intention of the programme is to share experiences from across the world covering: real life examples
of lessons learned from major events, innovative technologies and practices, and technical-scientific
research which strengthens resilience of water service.
You can fin more information here or follow the project on twitter:@digiwaterEplus.

News from Brussels

Topics covered in the News from Brussels
The articles in the News from Brussels section here below cover the following topics:
1) EU Soil Strategy for 2030
2) Poland and the Rule of Law:The conflict continues
3) Rule of Law in Hungary court case
4) Baltic Sea Commission HELCOM adopts updated Baltic Sea Action Plan
5) European Court judgment against Google
6) Eurobarometer survey"What Europeans think about science and technology
7) Nitrates Pollution from Agriculture
8) Danube river basin - COVID19 impact
9) Danube river basin - sustainable agriculture
10) EU Taxonomy
11) EP takes Commission to Court for failure to act
12) Upholding the law: update on infringement procedures
13) European parliament questions related to water

1) EU Soil Strategy for 2030
Following a broad consultation, the Commission presented in November 2021 a new EU Soil Strategy - an
important deliverable of the European Green Deal and the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 for tackling
the climate and biodiversity crises.
Healthy soils are the foundation for 95% of the food we eat, they host more than 25% of the biodiversity in
the world, and are the largest terrestrial carbon pool on the planet. Yet, 70% of soils in the EU are not in a
good condition. The Strategy sets a framework with concrete measures for the protection, restoration and
sustainable use of soils and proposes a set of voluntary and legally binding measures. This strategy aims
to increase the soil carbon in agricultural land, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, and
ensure that by 2050, all soil ecosystems are in a healthy condition.

2) Poland and the Rule of Law:The conflict continues
The EU is a Union of Law.
EU law precludes the regime in force in Poland which permits the Minister for Justice to second judges to
higher criminal courts; secondments which that minister – who is also the Public Prosecutor General – may
terminate at any time.
At the request of a Polish Court, the Court of Justice delivered a judgment (for a preliminary ruling, i.e. for
interpretation of EU law):
In a nutshell, the Court ruled that the current system in Poland permitting the Minister for Justice to second
judges to higher courts is not compatible with the requirement of independence of the judiciary

3) Rule of Law in Hungary court case
By criminalising organising activities in relation to the initiation of a procedure for international protection by
persons not fulfilling the national criteria for granting that protection, Hungary infringed EU law.
In 2018, Hungary amended certain laws concerning measures against illegal immigration and enacted, in
particular, provisions which, first, added a further ground of inadmissibility of an application for international
protection and, second, criminalised organising activities facilitating the lodging of asylum applications by
persons who are not entitled to asylum under Hungarian law, and which provided for restrictions on
freedom of movement on persons suspected of having committed such an offence.

4) Baltic Sea Commission HELCOM adopts updated Baltic Sea Action
Plan
The Helsinki Convention (Convention on the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Baltic Sea Area)
as a convention under International Law on the protection of the marine environment of the Baltic Sea. It
was initially signed in 1974 and updated since.
Contracting Parties are Denmark, Estonia, the European Union, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania,

Poland, Russia and Sweden.
HELCOM on 20 October 20221 at a Ministerial Meeting adopted the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan
(BSAP), charting a way forward for a healthy Baltic Sea.

5) Court case Google vs European Commission (competition law,
abuse of dominant position)
General Court of the EU largely dismisses Google's and Alphabet's legal action and upholds fine of €2.42
billion as set out in a 2017 Commission Decision.
In a landmark judgment of 10 November 2021 on abuse of dominant position in the market for online
general search services, the General Court of the EU largely dismissed the claim by Google principally, for
annulment of a Commission Decision of 2017 (relating to proceedings under Article 102 TFEU and Article
54 of the EEA Agreement), and, in the alternative, for annulment or reduction of the fine imposed on the
applicants.

6) Eurobarometer survey "What Europeans think about science and
technology"
Survey fieldwork April/May 202; published 23 September 2021; largest survey to date on science and
technology in terms of participants (37,103) and countries / territories (38).
In a nutshell, the survey shows that 9 in 10 EU citizens (86%) think that the overall influence of science
and technology is positive. They expect a range of technologies currently under development to have a
positive effect on our way of life in the next 20 years: notably, solar energy (92%), vaccines and combating
infectious diseases (86%) and artificial intelligence (61%).

7) Nitrates Pollution from Agriculture
Agricultural pollution continues to be one of the major sources of pollution of European waters.
Latest Commission report published in October 2021
The implementation and enforcement of the Nitrates Directive has cut off nutrient
losses from agriculture over the last 30 years. Evidence allows to conclude that without the Directive the
levels of water pollution in the EU would be significantly higher.
The data on nitrates concentration at EU level show that groundwater quality has improved since the
adoption of the Directive, however the further improvement goes very slow since 2012. This can be
interpreted as the low hanging fruits having been already collected and now more far reaching measures
being needed to improve the positive trend.
Nevertheless, a high percentage of groundwater monitoring stations still show levels that are above the
maximum 50 mg nitrate/l in Malta, Germany, Luxemburg,
Spain, Portugal and Belgium (Flanders region).
EWA NEWS provide you an overview, links to the full reports at European level, as well as to the individual
country reports.

8) Impact of the COVID-19 Crisis on the Water and Sanitation Sector in
selected countries of the Danube Region
The " Impact of the COVID-19 Crisis " document summarizes results of survey on the effect of Covid-19
crisis on the WS sector in the Danube River Catchment Area. The objective of the activity was to gain
better insights on the overall impact of the Covid-19 crisis on the WSS sector in 2020 compared to
previous year in countries of the Danube region, and its related economic and social consequences on
funding and financing for water-related investments and service providers, in order to highlight the
importance of including water-related investments in government recovery packages and
recommendations for how to ensure that such packages contribute to broader water security and resilience

9) Sustainable agriculture in the Danube river basin
Policy Paper published by the International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River (ICPDR)

Agriculture is an important component of the economy in many Danube countries since the geographical
and climatic conditions in large parts of the Danube River Basin are favorable for agriculture. Although
agriculture is substantially subsidised by the European Union (EU) and the national governments, the
sector is facing socio-economic challenges. Despite the high share of land being cultivated, agriculture is
not among the strongest economic sectors in the basin.

10) EU Taxonomy
Discussion in the media focus largely on whether nuclear energy and gas-powered stations should be
designated "sustainable". However, also for the water sector implementation of the EU Taxonomy
Regulation will have considerable implications.

11) European Parliament files lawsuit at the Court of Justice against
Commission over 'rule of law mechanism'
The rule of law is one of the founding values of the European Union. Respect for the rule of law is also key
for the sound financial management of the Union budget and the effective use of the Union funding.
As of 2021, the Union budget has an additional layer of protection in cases when breaches of the rule of
law principles affect or risk affecting the EU financial interests. This is thanks to a general regime of
conditionality for the protection of the EU budget – also known as a "conditionality regulation" – that has
been is in force since January 2021.

12) Upholding the law: update on infringement procedures
The European Union is constitutionally designed as a Union of Law. According to the Treaties (Treaty on
European Union, Treaty on Functioning of the European Union), Member States are obliged to comply with
EU legislation adopted by the legislator (European Parliament and Council), and the Commission has the
right and the obligation to scrutinise such compliance and where appropriate take legal action.

13) European parliament questions related to water
38 water-related questions from Parliamentarians, from pollution of beaches to the consequences of flood
disasters.
The European Parliament is directly elected by citizens of all Member States. Political composition see
graphics below.
One key element within its right to political control is the right to table written and oral questions to
European Institutions, largely , to a smaller extent to the Council.
Members of Parliament show a regular interest of water issues in their Parliamentary questions.

Other Events

2nd International Conference Strategies toward Green Deal
Implementation Water, Raw Materials & Energy
08 - 10 December 2021
Our Research partner "Mineral and Energy Economy Research
Institute, Polish Academy of Sciences" is organising the International
Conference on Strategies toward Green Deal Implementation.
The purpose of the International Conference is to present the issue
of climate change and ways to prevent it eg. innovative solutions
(technological, environmental, economic, and social) that can be
implemented under the Green Deal Strategies.
For more information about this event, please visite the website.

IE expo China 2022

20 - 22 April 2022
As Asia's leading environmental show, IE expo China 2022 offers an
effective business and networking platform for Chinese and
international professionals in the environmental sector and is
accompanied by first-class technical-scientific conference program.
It is the ideal platform for professionals in the environmental industry
to develop business, exchange idea and network.
IE expo China 2022 will cover all the high potential markets in
environmental area:
Water and Sewage Treatment
Waste Management
Site Remediation
Air Pollution Control and Air Purification
IE expo China 2022 will take place from 20-22 April at the Shanghai
New International Expo Centre (SNIEC) in Shanghai.
For more details, click here.

IFAT Munich 2022
30 May - 03 June 2022
Are you looking for solutions to the future’s challenges?
The world’s leading trade fair for environmental technologies
provides the answers. Being the largest platform for water, sewage,
waste and raw materials management, IFAT gathers the industry
from all over the world—its innovative offers set benchmarks for the
future.
You can already buy a climate friendly GoGreen ticket via IFAT
website.
The planning of our events during IFAT will be out beginning of next
year, stay tuned!
We look forward to seeing you in Munich.

Until we meet again ..
The next EWA Newsletter will be sent out in February 2022.
Until then, please visit us at:
★ Facebook (@ewa.online.eu)
★ LinkedIn (European Water Association)
★ Twitter (@water_ewa)
★ Youtube: EWA Online
Any suggestions, comments or content from the members to the
next issue may be send to this email.
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