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Guidance for the implementation of the Water Framework Directive

The European Commission has published new guidance (C/2026/2836) to support a more
harmonised implementation of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) in environmental permitting,
with a particular focus on the mining and critical raw materials sectors. The guidance seeks to reduce
legal uncertainty, streamline permitting procedures, and reconcile water protection objectives with
the EU’s strategic ambition to secure critical raw materials and strengthen resilience.

(c) Copyright EWA 2026



