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Floods with compounding hazards increased almost threefold in 30 years 
 
 
Average economic losses from floods with compounding hazards are almost three times higher than 
losses from floods alone.  
 
A new international study led by JRC scientists, in collaboration with the Potsdam Institute for 
Climate Impact Research, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, and the University of Louvain, now found 
that more than 70% flood events in Europe are in fact compound events, that is they combine 
multiple hazards that contribute to societal or environmental risk. They involve at least one 
compounding hazard — such as drought, heatwave, or windstorm occurring before or alongside the 
flooding. 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-026-73248-0

