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New Studies Highlight PFAS Substitution and the Limits of Remediation 
 
 
A new University of Freiburg study commissioned by the German Environment Agency shows that 
many PFAS-containing active substances in human and veterinary medicines could potentially be 
replaced by PFAS-free alternatives, suggesting that fluorination is often not essential from a 
pharmacological perspective.  
 
A separate study published by the Royal Society of Chemistry estimates that large-scale PFAS 
remediation across Europe would be extremely costly while addressing only a small share of current 
emissions, reinforcing the need for source control, use restrictions and prevention measures. 
 


