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Europe's bathing waters remain safe to swim

According to the latest annual Bathing Water report published in June 2026, Europe’s bathing waters
remained overwhelmingly safe in 2025, with 85% of EU bathing sites rated “excellent” and 96%
meeting the Bathing Water Directive’s minimum quality standards. However, the report also
highlights persistent challenges, particularly for inland and river bathing waters, underlining the
continued need for strong wastewater management, monitoring and pollution prevention.
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/european-bathing-water-quality-in-2025

