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EU Nitrates Directive Evaluation Confirms Effectiveness, Calls for Smarter Implementation 

 
The European Commission has published the first comprehensive evaluation of the Nitrates Directive 
since its adoption in 1991, concluding that EU rules remain effective in protecting waters from 
agricultural nitrate pollution. The evaluation also highlights opportunities to simplify implementation, 
reduce administrative burden, and improve nutrient management outcomes for farmers, water 
quality, and ecosystems. 
 
 
 


