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WFD Common Implementation Strategy
Working Groups and progress achieved

H. Blöch, European Commission
First EWA Brussels Conference 25 October 2005
“European River Basin Management Policy”
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Common Implementation Strategy
• WFD – a considerable technical challenge for all parties

– countries, European Commission, local and regional
authorities, stakeholders and NGOS, in terms of
substance as well as deadlines

• Majority of large river basins in Europe are shared
• Common understanding of Directive of crucial

importance for a successful implementation
• ... leading to a new approach in implementation, the

WFD Common Implementation Strategy:
In a unique effort, European Commission and countries
agreed on a Common Implementation Strategy, only 4
months after the publication of the Directive

• Already today serving as example of Good European
Governance
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• 25 Member States, European Commission,
Romania, Bulgaria and EFTA countries
cooperating, actively involving about
1000 people

• NGOs and stakeholders: WWF, BirdLife,
EEB, EWA, Eureau, CEFIC, COPA, ECPA,
Eurelectric, ESPO (harbour operators),
EPRO (regional offices), etc.

Common Implementation Strategy
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Common Implementation Strategy
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Working Structure 2005-2006
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Less than 10 pageson monitoring

DirectiveDirective

165 pages onmonitoring !
Courtesy P.Pollard SEPA

GuidanceGuidance
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Selected elements

Environmental
Objectives
Document

Floods Action
Programme &

Floods Directive

WFD and
Agriculture

Intercalibration
of biological
monitoring

WISE
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September 2005
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New EU Agricultural Policy:
crucial aspects for the WFD (1)

(legislation adopted 2003, on Rural Development 2005)

• One single farm payment independent of crop production
(“de-coupling”)

• Compliance with EU legislation, inter alia on certain
environmental directives, as a precondition for de-
coupled farm payments (“cross-compliance”)

• Shifting budget from traditional market support to rural
development and agri-environment measures
(“modulation”)

• Measures for implementation of new environmental
standards - e.g. WFD - now eligible (preparatory/
planning measures; operational implementation
measures)

• Decision on use of funds within Rural Development
Programmes to be taken in the countries / regions
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New EU Agricultural Policy:
crucial aspects for the WFD (2)

_____________________________________________________
2004 ���� 2005 ���� 2006 ���� 2007 ���� 2008 ���� 2009 ����

• Largely parallel implementation of new CAP and WFD
• WFD – pressures and impact assessment: available
• Use information for ex-ante analysis of Rural

Development Programmes (RDPs) under CAP
• Planning and Development of RDPs
• Agri measures included in River Basin Management

Plans and Programmes of Measures by 2009 -
Implemented 2012.

• Modifications of RDPs to take account of RBMPs
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WISE (1)

• Water Information System for Europe (WISE)
defined and agreed through concept paper

• 21st century approach for water reporting,
phasing out the existing, inefficient paper-
based reporting

• One conceptual approach fulfilling several
purposes/needs

• Aims at developing the water component in a
wider system of environmental reporting
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WISE (2)

• Efficient management of all water-
related information at EU level

• Coherence between various reporting
mechanisms and needs

• Acces to information / data for various
purposes and needs
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WISE (3): the current situation
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WISE (4): the common vision
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Outlook

• WFD to protection all waters across Europe, based
on comparable principles and objectives

• Binding objectives, at the same time providing
flexibility on the tools how to achieve them

• Long-term planning basis for technical, financial and
political decisions

• Common Implementation Strategy has successfully
guided the implementation process so far – as an
example of Goo dEuropean Governance; river basin
management will continue to be in many aspects a
iterative learning process

• Already now a basis for planning and prioritisation
across the EU, as well as beyond EU borders, e.g. in
the whole Danube basin
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Thank you for your attention.

This contribution reflects the views of the author and not necessarily those of the European Commission.


